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Upon the receipt of this promise of support Grey and
the Cabinet determined to give Cainbon the assurance con-
cerning the north coast of France about which he had asked
the day before. So, about 3 P.M., Grey informed the French
Ambassador that "if the German fleet conies into the Chan-
nel or through the North Sea to undertake hostile opera-
tions against the French coasts or shipping, the British fieet
will give all the protection in its power." i:'r> This assurance
was still subject to approval by Parliament, Grey added,
and did not mean that England would send troops to
France. It was merely a promise to make war against
Germany, contingent upon a hypothetical action by the
German fieet. It looked, however, like war, and led Lord
Morley and Mr. John Burns to resign from the Cabinet.
It gave also much comfort to the French, even though it
did not go as far as they had hoped. The assurance was
given before Germany presented her ultimatum to Belgium,
news of which did not reach London until the morning of
August 3,
About 7 P,M. on August 2 the German Minister at
Brussels had handed to Mr, Davignon, the Belgian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, the German demands drawn up by
Moltke on July 28 and forwarded from Berlin on July 29 in
a sealed envelope within a sealed envelope,**™ It stated
that Germany "is in receipt of reliable information relating
to the proposed advance of French armed forces along the
Mouse, route Givet-Namur. They leave no doubt as to
France's intention to advance against Germany through
Belgian territory*" ab it was to be feared that Belgium
would be unable, unaided, to resist the Frowh advance, and
as "it is for Germany a dictate of self-preservation that
she anticipate the hostile attack/' Germany regretted that
she would be forced to enter upon Belgian soil Hhe con-
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ltt$ See nbovu at note 4ft.

